
 
 

The Magellan Youth Leaders Inspiring Future Empowerment 
(MY LIFE) group has done it again! On Sunday, March 25, 2012, 
they hosted another successful MY Fest (Magellan Youth 
Festival) event in Tempe, Arizona. 

MY Fest is a music, art and entertainment festival established in 
2008 by Magellan of Arizona’s youth leadership team to raise 
awareness about mental health, substance abuse and foster care 
issues facing young adults. Approximately 7,000 people from the 
community attended MY Fest this year, which has inspired and 
educated over 20,000 attendees during the five MY Fest events 
held thus far in Arizona; and this past fall, two extremly sucessful 
MY Fest events were also held in Pennsylvania. 

This free community event has become the largest-ever youth led 
and organized event in the country drawing attention to behavioral health issues. The day was filled with musical 
performances and activities, such as opportunities to create art projects as well as learn about holistic healing and 

resources for youth from more than 75 youth-serving organizations 
that were on hand to share information. 

 “We are excited about the success of the MY Fest events and 
are very proud of the work the MY LIFE youth are doing to 
help transform the behavioral health system in Maricopa County 
and promote recovery throughout our community,” said Greg 
Dicharry, youth empowerment director for Magellan Health 
Services.  

 “The youth work extremely hard to produce this event, and we are 
seeing tremendous 
rewards from their 
hard work as they 
continue to positively 
impact Magellan and 
the community” added 

Alex Zavala, director of community reinvestment. “We’re proud to be 
part of their lives.” 

MY LIFE is made up of youth between the ages of 13 and 23 who have 
experience with mental illness, substance abuse and/or foster care-
related issues. Through regular meetings and local and national 
workshops, presentations and performances, the group focuses on 
important issues affecting their recovery and ability to lead meaningful 
lives.  

For additional information about MY LIFE or MY Fest, please visit 
www.facebook.com/MYLIFEyouth  

 

 

 

The MY Fest crowd enjoying the festivities 

 
 


